
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue Number 451                   24/12/17 

WHAT IS GOOD ABOUT THE CHURCH? 
 

 The living God’s church is made up of people, and 

as we all know, humans have flaws. In our earthly 

sojourning, we never meet perfect people, not even 

among God’s children. Walking-with-the-Lord, 

forgiven people, yes; sinless people, no.  

We are not unmindful of Bible statements which 

point out the reality of divisive people (Titus 

3:10,11), hypocrites (Romans 2:21,22), false teachers 

(2 Peter 2:1,2), and hatred among brothers in the Lord 

(1 John 3:12-15). We have witnessed them all in real 

life.  

But there is another aspect of the story that needs to 

be told as well. While the church is facing genuine 

challenges from without and within (just as every past 

generation of God’s people did, too), there is a whole 

lot of good news about the Lord’s church today.  

What is good about the church, you ask? Actually, the 

word “good” is not strong enough. Let us point out 

some matters that are “great” with the church. First 

of all, the church is great in Plan. On the divine side, 

the church is perfect. God planned the church before 

creation (Ephesians 3:9-11). Through the Spirit, 

prophets of the Old Testament era foretold of the 

church’s coming and importance (Micah 4:1-3; 

Daniel 2:44,45). Jesus’ church had a powerful 

beginning not long after He ascended back to the 

Father (Matthew 16:18; Acts 1:8; 2:1-41). God’s plan 

for the church’s organization (1 Timothy 3:1-13), 

worship (1 Corinthians 11:23-26), and evangelism 

(Mark 16:15,16) is fantastic. Yes, sir, Jesus’ church is 

like that pearl of great price for which a man willingly 

sold all that he had in order to make it his own 

(Matthew 13:45,46).  

The church is also great in Practice. Just as we have 

seen the sad and ugly, we have been blessed to 

observe the beautiful application of the Lord’s truth 

in the lives of God-fearing, God-loving sisters and 

brothers. For instance, our hearts thrill to think and 

tell about the efforts that brethren are making to 

spread the gospel. New congregations are being 

established in places that did not have them. 

Congregations are growing in number as a result of 

members loving the souls of lost people and taking 

their role as personal evangelists seriously.  

In the last ten years, we have seen local churches 

which we greatly love appoint overseers/elders for the 

first time in their history. Good for them for following 

the biblical precedent (Acts 14:23). While leadership 

may be lagging and dragging in some places, we 

openly salute those brothers who serve with care and 

diligence as shepherds over God’s flock.  

So many Christian parents are doing a fabulous job in 

raising their kids “in the training and admonition of 

the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). At their house, the Lord’s 

affairs come first, always. How encouraging and 

refreshing it is to see such families!  

Jesus told His special disciples, “If you have love for 

one another” – that is how others will know that we 

are His disciples (John 13:35). Over and over we see 

tender, loving care shown so often in so many places 

by so many saints of God. Such love causes brethren 

to serve – serve the struggling, the widows and 

widowers, parent-less kids, the sick, the weary. You 

cannot put a price tag on such kindness and aid.  

We observe and are blessed by faithful preachers and 

their wives, faithful deacons and their wives, faithful 

Bible class teachers, faithful “common Joe” and 

“plain Jane” members, faithful web sites, faithful 

periodicals, faithful encouragers, faithful defenders of 

the faith, and faithful caregivers. In short, there is so 

much great stuff going on in the church that one 

would try in vain to mention it all in one sitting. If 

somebody is trying to sell the notion that today in the 

church nobody is doing anything, everyone is dead, 

and all are hypocrites, we are not buying it here!  

Looking at the future, the church is great in 

Prospect. I see young members making a 

commitment to marry only a faithful member of 

God’s church. I see young people excited about 

teaching the gospel at home and abroad. I see local 

churches with training classes/schools for Christians. 

I see parents training their kids to speak politely, dress 

modestly, and act as if God is watching. I see fine 

young men preparing themselves to preach the gospel 

for a lifetime. The church has great potential!  

Are there areas in which local churches and 

individuals need to mature? Certainly so. For today, 

though, would you thank God for all that is great 

about the church? I plan to do that very thing.  

-- Roger D. Campbell
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 
“Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth. Let another man praise you, and 

not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips. A stone is heavy, and sand is weighty, but a fool’s wrath is 

heavier than both of them. Wrath is cruel and anger a torrent, but who is able to stand before jealousy? Open rebuke 

is better than love carefully concealed. Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” 

Proverbs 27: 1 - 6 

 

 

Attendance 17/12/17: AM – 68; PM – 24 

Contribution: $1311.40 

 
If you are visiting with us today, we wish you a warm welcome and thank you for being with us to share in our 

worship to God. If you have any questions, or would like any further information, please ask one of our members or 

feel free to take any of the tracts and leaflets that are available. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

TRAVELLING/SICK – Please keep in your prayers: 

• Continue to pray for Abigail Williams and her family in Adelaide. 

• For Sis Sharon Chan in Singapore. 

• For Bro Eddy Ee in Singapore. He has been released from hospital and recovering at home. He is continuing to take 

anti-biotic medication. Please keep him, his family and the brethren at the Jurong congregation in your prayers. 

• For Joshua Stokes in Hobart. His cancer has recurred, so please pray for him and his family. He is now in a 12-

month ongoing period of chemotherapy (1 week of treatment, 3 weeks off). 

• Brett Rutherford in Tasmania. 

• Wally Crous from the Central North congregation in WA. Please pray for him as he recovers from a stroke. 

• Please pray for Charlie and his eyes and the PMR he is being treated for. Please also pray that his right eye will 

settle after having some stitches removed. 

• Please pray that Robyn remains well enough to maintain full time community work. In recent years, several 

positions have been terminated due to health issues. 

• For Boon Chin’s Grandfather. Please pray for his ongoing treatment. 

• For Aaron and Parames as they travel overseas on holiday. 

• Han, Carol, Daniel and Joan who are away in Europe. 

• Thomson family are in Paynesville this weekend until this Wed. 

• For Mary and that her new medication will assist her. 
 

BUILDING PLANS: 

The men are considering building works as we are blessed to be growing in number. Please continue to pray for this as the 

men consider several options and plans. 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP/GET TOGETHER: 

A report from our Sister Natalie about the last get together is attached to this newsletter. Another event is being planned for 

January so keep tuned for further details! 

LUNCHEON/END OF YEAR: 

After the morning service next week, we will be having a luncheon together. Please stay if you can and if able, please bring 

some food and drink to share. We will also be having a series of devotions and time together after the luncheon to plan for 

next year and reflect on this year. All are welcome! As part of this time of reflection and planning, please remember to 

complete the survey forms that were passed out last week, or complete the on-line survey. 

TRAVELLING: 

Many of our brethren are travelling this holiday period, please keep them in your prayers. 

PERSONAL BIBLE STUDIES: 

Please continue to remember and act on our goal for every member to be able to set up 1 personal bible study with someone 

they know this year. If needed, there are several members who are willing to conduct the actual study as required. Please 

also keep in your prayers those that are currently doing bible studies at this time. 

BIRTHDAYS UPCOMING EVENTS 

03/12: Alvin – Birthday. 31/12: Luncheon and reflection time for the new year. 

06/12: Leon – Birthday.  

10/12: Geoh-Soon – Birthday.  

20/12: Daniel F – Birthday.  

  


